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THE SCHUYLKILL GUN. 



After the following article was in type there was exhibited to one of its 
authors the original seal of the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania, which 
bears a motto similar to that on the gun, " This is my right I will defend 
it." In 1775 the Colonial Assembly appointed the " Committee of Safety." 
This body was succeeded in 1776 by the "Council of Safety," which was 
appointed by the Constitutional Convention. The same seal was used by 
both bodies, the word " Committee" being filled up, and " Council" engraved 
in its stead. The use of this motto by two such important bodies shows in 
what esteem it was held. 
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RESTORATION OF THE SCHUYLKILL GUN TO " THE 
STATE IN SCHUYLKILL," APRIL 23d, 1884. 

A piece of artillery of considerable size, bearing upon it 
an inscription of historical interest, lay for a long time on 
the grounds at Fort Mifflin. By order of the Department of 
War it was removed thence to the grounds of " The State in 
Schuylkill," known as " The Fish House Company," situated 
on the Schuylkill below Gray's Ferry. The ceremonies that 
accompanied the formal delivery of the gun by the United 
States to " The State in Schuylkill," were as follows. 

On the 23d of April, 1884, the citizens of " The State in 
Schuylkill," together with a number of invited guests, met 
at the Castle of the "State," on Rambo's Rock, on the left 
bank of the Schuylkill, about a third of a mile below 
Gray's Ferry Bridge. The citizens were: Robert Adams, 
Alexander E. Harvey, George Cuthbert, A. Loudon Snowden, 
John Hockley, Jr., William Redwood Wright, Ellicott Fisher, 
Robert Adams, Jr., H. Carlton Adams, Members ; James M. 
Whelen and Rodman Wister, Apprentices; and James C. 
Fisher, Honorary Member. Guests : Lt. Col. M. S. Ludington ; 
Capt. W. H. Gill, Capt. 0. E. Michaelis, and Thomas Valentine, 
of the United States Army ; James R. Gates, President of 
Select Council; Charles Lawrence, President of Common 
Council; Samuel C. Perkins, Samuel L. Smedley, William 
S. Stokley, Frederick G. Wolbert, and Edward C. Knight, 
of the Fairmount Park Commission ; Thompson Westcott, 
William Brooke Rawle, J. Edward Carpenter, Frederick D. 
Stone, and Townsend Ward, of the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania. 

Captain Michaelis, on behalf of the War Department, 
addressed Ex-Governor Adams in a few eloquent remarks, 
and delivered to him, for the " State," the antique piece of 
artillery formerly known as " The Schuylkill Gun." 
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The Ex-Governor detailed citizen Col. A. Loudon Snowden 
to reply to Capt. Michaelis, which he did in a felicitous 
manner. 

Mr. Townsend Ward, one of the guests, was then called 
upon, and read the following statement : — 

On the 15th day of May, 1880, the Council of the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania, having accepted the courteous in- 
vitation of Col. William Ludlow, U. S. A., now the Super- 
intendent of the Water Department of Philadelphia, to visit 
Fort Mifflin, took passage in his steam-yacht, for at that time 
he had in charge the improvement of the waters of the Dela- 
ware under the Federal Government. Soon after passing the 
mouth, of the river Schuylkill, we landed at the fort, and 
viewed with interest the relics of the olden time that were 
strewn about its grounds. One of these relics, as will be 
shortly seen, greatly interested us. A thorough survey of 
the fortifications was made, and then, on the ramparts of the 
fort, a meeting of the Council w 7 as held, and Col. Ludlow was 
elected a member of the Historical Society. 

The relic of the past that had so particularly arrested our 
attention was a thirty-two-pounder gun that lay idly on the 
ground, its trunnions broken, its cascabel gone, and upon the 
swell of the muzzle the dent ot a well-directed British solid 
shot. The gun is not of English, French, or Spanish inception, 
but was the result of our colonial thought of an early day, 
for it bears upon its face, cast in its enduring iron, w T ords of a 
language foreign to that of these then dominant nations. The 
inscription is "Kawania che keeteru Schuylkil." A royal 
crown surmounts this, and underneath it, in a monogram, 
are the letters " W.P." Delaware Indian words on the can- 
non appear quite naturally in connection with the " Colony in 
Schuylkill." In their earliest days, as tradition tells us, a 
council of the colonists was held in the forest, and some chief- 
tains of the Lenni Lenape attended it. In the name of their 
tribe and by its authority these chieftains granted to. the 
colonists and to their successors forever u the right and privi- 
lege to hunt in the woods and to fish in the waters of the 
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Schuylkill." While the idea of the gun, with its remarkable 
inscription, was undoubtedly conceived here, it is most prob- 
able the cannon was cast in England, or possibly at Oxford 
Furnace, New Jersey. 

Mr. Thompson Westcott writes : " Among the items of in- 
telligence connected with the history of 1747 is one which 
states that the Schuylkill Fishing Company made a present to 
the Association Battery of a new thirty-two-pounder." The 
battery was on the Delaware at the site of the late Navy Yard. 
It is in evidence that the gun remained there many years, 
for, on an alarm in the early days of the Revolution that a 
British vessel of war was coming up the river, Capt. John 
Cadwalader's Green Light Infantry, or the "Silk Stocking 
Company," as it was called, was ordered there for defence. 
One of that company writes in his reminiscences of "having 
stood sentinel two hours at the Schuylkill Gun." When the 
American forces withdrew from Philadelphia, the gun, no 
doubt, was transported to Fort Mifflin, to bear its part in the 
memorable siege which terminated by the Americans evacu- 
ating the fort at midnight on the 15th of November, 1777. 
The trunnions of the gun may have then been broken, and 
the gun may have lain there useless and little noticed until 
our day. 

The late John William Wallace, in his valuable memoir of 
An Old Philadelphian, Colonel William Bradford, the Patriot 
Printer o/1776, gives, on pp. 213, 214, an account of the gun, 
and an excellent engraving of it, together with its measure- 
ment. These latter were made for him by Ordnance Sergeant 
Bromley, then in charge of the fort. " It is a thirty-two 
pounder, ten feet long, four feet eight inches in circumference 
at the muzzle, and five feet seven and three-quarter inches at 
the breech." Its bore is six and a half inches, length from 
muzzle to trunnions five feet five inches, thickness through 
the re-enforce twenty inches,and at the muzzle fourteen inches. 
Four inches from the vent is the figure "32." Its weight is 
between two and three tons. 

Mr. Swank, of the American Iron and Steel Association, 
writes as follows : " Cast iron cannon were first made in Eng- 
Vol. vin. — 14 
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land in the 16th century, during the reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth. In this country they were made at Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts, by Hugh Orr, about 1750 ; and in Cumberland 
Township, in the northeastern part of Rhode Island, cast iron 
cannon were made during the French war of 1755. It is 
probable that cast iron cannon were made at Oxford Furnace, 
Warren County, New Jersey, during the French war, as I 
find that cannon balls were cast at this furnace at that time. 
I find no statement of the casting of either cannon or cannon 
balls in Pennsylvania before the Revolution, but there could 
have been no difficulty in casting them here at the date you 
mention, 1747, if they had been needed, as we had many 
furnaces in Pennsylvania at that time. Unless, however, 
required for the French w T ar, there would probably have been 
no demand for them at that time. I think it improbable that 
Pennsylvania cast any cannon before the Revolution." 

" This is my right ; I will defend it" is given as the trans- 
lation of the Delaware Indian motto Kawanio che keeteru. 
Fortunately I am able to add somewhat to this. In the 
library of the Historical Society is a pamphlet of sixteen 
pages, in verse. Its full title-page is " Kawanio Che Keeteru. 
| A True | Relation | Of A | Bloody Battle Fought j Be- 
tween | George and Lewis | In the Year | 1755 | Printed 
in the year MDCCLVI." Underneath the 1755 there has 
been written by some one, long ago, " By Nicholas Scull." 
The second page is as follows : — 

44 The words I have chosen at the head of my Title Page, 
I am told by a Gentleman skilled in the Indian languages, is 
very expressive of a Hero relying on God to bless his Endea- 
vours, in protecting what he has put under his care. 

44 To form some Idea of its Signification, he says, you may 
imagine a Man, with his Wife and Children about him, and, 
with an Air of ^Resolution calling out to his Enemy, All 
these God has given me, and I will defend them." 

On page 15 the following lines mark the dreadful era when 
one-half of the territory of Pennsylvania was overrun by a 
ruthless foe. 
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" Had this been done, our Elders then, 
Would have appeared like honest men ; 
Nor should we at this day have seen, 
An Indian Foe, or Fort Du Quesne ; 
Nor would great Braddock, once so brave, 
Have at the Meadows filled a Grave." 

The history of this piece of artillery having been satisfac- 
torily established, the gun became an object of much interest 
to the Fishing Company, the oldest social club, as it is 
claimed, in the world, having been established in 1732, which 
antedates by some years the famous Beef-Steak Club of Lon- 
don, recently extinct. 1 In consequence of this interest Dr. 

1 After reading the above, Mr. Ward received the following interesting 

Roe Down, May 8, 1884. 

Dear Sir : In reply to yours of the 3d inst., I would say that I regret 
that Dr. Cheston is right in supposing that we have no positive data as to 
the time of the organization of the South River Club, but there can be lit- 
tle or no doubt that it existed quite a number of years prior to 1740. The 
record-book is in my possession, and the first entry, which appears to be 
simply a continuation of the records or minutes of proceedings of each 
meeting, is dated February 11, 1742. At this meeting a committee was ap- 
pointed " to collect the names of the members that have ever belonged to 
this society, to the best of their memories, inasmuch as the present list ap- 
pears very defective." 

} have an extract from the Maryland Gazette, of July 15, 1746, in which 
it is spoken of as the Ancient South River Club. The occasion was a din- 
ner given by the members of the club to commemorate the victory of the 
DuKe of Cumberland over the Pretender. The club was organized solely 
for social and convivial meetings, each member in turn serving a dinner at 
the club-house on the first Thursday of every month. The dinner was plain 
and inexpensive, no side dishes, only three meats, no wine of any sort; 
whiskey and brandy, one gallon of each, and the rum to flavor the punch, 
clean pipes and tobacco ; no gambling of any sort ; no religious or political 
discussions ever permitted ; and no mixed liquors after six o'clock in sum- 
mer or four in winter. There are but four members now, and they are so 
scattered that we n£ver meet. The house and the half acre of land sur- 
rounding it are yet in the possession of the club, and the dining-table and 
the chairs, some of them at least, are the same that were first used. I have 
endeavored once or twice to revive the club, but so far to no purpose, and 
fear that it has nearly ceased to exist. 

Yours truly, 

Townsend Ward, Esq. H. H. Brogden. 
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William Camae, Ex-Governor of the "State in Schuylkill," 
requested Mr. Samuel J. Randall to ask the War Department 
to authorize the restoration of the gun to the " State," that it 
might be preserved by them at their Castle, where it would 
be held in the high honour it so well deserves. The order 
was at onee issued, and the prompt action on the part of the 
War Department show's its appreciation of the historical 
value of the antique gun. This should never be forgotten 
by the £; State in Schuylkill." 

It is but natural in advancing civilization, with its multi- 
tudinous objects of absorbing interest, that much must neces- 
sarily be swept into oblivion. Lest this should result in irre- 
parable loss, it is well that we should meet together at stated 
times, as our predecessors the Indians did, and bring out our 
books, which in some faint degree answer the purpose of 
their belts of wampum, and, like them, have our Elders dis- 
course to us of the great men and great events of former 
days. Do this with the written records of the " State in 
Schuylkill," and behold what we learn, something the 
memory of which rested with no one now 7 living until this 
examination of the history of the Schuylkill gun — the fact 
that the celebrated Tamany,*the great king of the Delaware 
Indians, is the illustrious Saint and Patron of the " State in 
Schuylkill." 

While yet in the cruel war of the Revolution hosts of men 
were held in armed array, there came, towards its close, a 
belief that peace w T as near at hand. It was thus that on the 
11th day of October, 1782, the "Colony in Schuylkill," 
which then by the Declaration of Independence had become 
a " State," met to revise the old code of laws in order " to 
adapt them to the altered circumstances of Government." 
In the 10th section of these revised laws of the new " State" 
are the following words with regard to meetings : " One on 
the first day of May, to commemorate the day of our illus- 
trious Saint and Patron, St. Tamany." 

A few words may be devoted to an Indian who achieved 
so honourable a distinction in the calendar of saints. His name 
is variously spelled — Tamanen, Tamanend, Tamanand, and, 
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finally, Tamany. The earliest record of Tamanen is the affix 
of his mark to a deed dated the 23d day of the 4th mo., 1683, 
by which he and Metamequan conveyed to the Proprietary, 
Penn, a tract of land lying between the creeks Pennypack and 
Neshaminy, in Bucks County. In 1683 " William Penn 
visits King Tamany at Perkasie." Long after this the good 
chief passed away, at a ripe old age, but the memory of his 
exalted character remained as a priceless treasure among his 
people, and also, as it appears, equally among the Whites. 
"When Col. George Morgan, of Princeton, New Jersey, was, 
about the year 1776, sent by Congress as an agent to the west- 
ern Indians, the Delawares conferred on him the name of 
Tamenand in honour and remembrance of their ancient chief, 
and as the greatest mark of respect which they could show 
to that gentleman, who, they said, had the same address, 
affability, and meekness as their honoured chief, and therefore 
ought to be named after him." " In the Revolutionary War 
his enthusiastic admirers dubbed him a saint, and he was 
established under the name of St. Tamany, the Patron Saint 
of America." His name, as a saint, appeared in almanacs, 
and his festival was celebrated in many cities with consider- 
able pomp on the first day of May in every year. 

Heckewelder, who lived so many years among the Indians, 
Bays, with delicate and appreciative just ice: "The misfortunes, 
which have befallen some of the most beloved and esteemed 
personages among them, prevent the survivors from indulging 
in the pleasure of recalling to mind the memory of their vir- 
tues. 'No white man who regards their feelings will intro- 
duce such subjects in conversation with them. All we know, 
therefore, of Tamanend is, that he was an ancient Delaware 
Chief, who never had his equal. He was in the highest 
degree endowed with wisdom, virtue, prudence, charity, 
affability, meekness, hospitality, in short, with every good 
and noble qualification that a human being may possess. He 
was supposed to have had an intercourse with the great and 
good Spirit ; for he was a stranger to everything that is bad." 

A people who could so well appreciate such a character 
must have possessed in some degree the attributes that went 
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to form it. The character delineated cannot be supposed to 
have been an ideal creation of Heckewelder, for, as we have 
seen, it was just such as was held by the Whites at the time 
of the Revolution, and this was long after Tamany's death ; 
and just such it was when, long after that time, Heckewelder 
gave to us what he learned of Tamany from the Delawares 
themselves, to whom it had been handed down from their 
fathers. 

Mr. Thompson Westcott, another of the guests, had pre- 
pared the following, which, at his request, was read by citi- 
zen William Redwood Wright : — 

The condition of the city of Philadelphia and of the prov- 
ince of Pennsylvania, in the year 1740, is hard to describe. 
Great dangers were menacing the prosperity of the city, 
crippling its trade, and keeping the community in a contin- 
uous state of apprehension and alarm. The difficulties 
which presented themselves were not such as would have 
embarrassed a people patriotic and free, ready to join in all 
measures necessary for the public good, and imbued with the 
courage and bravery necessary for the public defence. But 
the affairs of Pennsylvania were under peculiar control. The 
Assembly was composed in large proportion of members of 
the Society of Friends, who were conscientiously opposed 
"to wars and fighting." These were their religious opinions, 
perfectly honest and sincere, for the maintenance of which, 
in the affairs of private life, they were entitled to every priv- 
ilege and commendation. The error of the Quaker party in 
the politics of Pennsylvania was that, without the capacity, 
by reason of their religious opinions, to deal with great 
questions of State and government, they undertook to man- 
age public affairs by the same methods which they used in 
conducting a quarterly or yearly meeting. For these reasons 
their government in time of peace was discreet, thoughtful, 
and conducive to the best interests of the people. But when 
the shrill clarion of war was blown, they were utterly incom- 
petent to meet responsibilities necessary to be assumed in 
aggressive or defensive war. There had been several occa- 
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sions in the history of the province during which the non- 
combatant principles of the Quaker party had placed the 
city and colony in great danger, and had thwarted the 
measures of the British government intended as well for the 
maintenance of the interest of the American Colonies as for 
those of the kingdom. But under no circumstances, from the 
landing of William Penn down to the period between 1740 
and 1750, had public affairs been in such a menacing condi- 
tion as they were during the time spoken of. In January, 
1740, in anticipation of a war between England and Conti- 
nental nations, a petition w 7 as presented to the Assembly 
from citizens of Philadelphia, setting forth the defenceless 
state of the province in case of war, and asking that 
measures should be taken for the general security. This 
was supplemented by a message from Lieut.-Gov. George 
Thomas to the same effect. The Assembly replied that 
" the law allowing Liberty of conscience" granted by William 
Penn permitted them to refuse. They said "the circum- 
stances of this province, it is true, are now much altered ; for, 
although great numbers remain of those thus conscientiously 
persuaded, many others have since come among us, under no 
such restraints, some of whom have been disciplined in the 
art of war, and may, for ought w r e know, think it their duty 
to light in defence of their country, their wives, their fami- 
lies, and estates — such have an equal right to liberty of conscience 
with others. But as very many of the inhabitants of this 
province are of the people called Quakers, who do not (as the 
world now is circumstanced) condemn the use of arms in 
others, yet are principled against it themselves, and to make 
any law to compel them against their consciences to bear 
arms would not only be to violate a fundamental in our con- 
stitution, and be a direct breach of our charter of privileges, 
but would also in effect be to commence prosecutions against 
all that part of the inhabitants of the province . %. . and 
should a law be made which might compel others to bear 
arms, and exempt that part of the inhabitants, as the greater 
number in this assembly are of like principles, would be an 
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inconsistency with themselves and partial with respect to 
others." 

These declarations were the key to the Quaker position in 
all succeeding controversies. The principle was this : " We 
are opposed to wars and fighting. We will do nothing to 
support or assist others, who are inclined to engage in wars 
and fighting. We will vote no money for the support of 
war. On the other hand, we concede to every one, who may 
think it to be his duty to fight, full privilege to engage in 
military operations, if the same are authorized by the King 
and his Government." As usual, the reply of the Assembly 
provoked the Governor to severe expressions. They w 7 ere 
replied to with equal force and sarcasm by the Assembly. 
And it is a remarkable development throughout the ante- 
revolutionary period in Pennsylvania, that the Quakers, 
although they would not use carnal weapons, were always 
ready for vigorous disputation, and fought acrimoniously 
with their tongues. 

It was not long after this, on the 14th of April, that pro- 
clamation of war between England and Spain was made at the 
court-house by the Governor, the Mayor and commonalty being 
present. It was followed by a proclamation authorizing' 
levies of troops for an expedition against Cuba. The enlist- 
ments drew r into the ranks many servants, a practice coun- 
tenanced by the Governor, but complained of by the Assem- 
bly as an infringement on the rights of the people. These 
disputes continued from year to year, and were constantly 
renewed whenever new military operations were projected. 
Seven companies of volunteers in Pennsylvania and the lower 
counties w 7 ere raised in 1740 and w T ere sent off in transports 
in September. In the succeeding year privateers were 
fitted out in Philadelphia, and most of them made profitable 
voyages, by the capture of Spanish vessels and cargoes. 
The Assembly so far modified its hostile position as to make 
some grants of money to the king, but not a penny w r as ex- 
pressed to be given for military purposes. On the 11th of 
June, 1744, war was declared at the court-house against 
France. The Governor exercised his authority in attempting 
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to raise a militia with very little effect. In the mean time 
a French privateer had landed a crew at the capes of the 
Delaware, who announced that the captain intended to cruise 
in that vicinity for two weeks longer, adding that a he was 
too well acquainted with Philadelphia, to apprehend their 
sending out anything to attack him." In 1745, after news 
of the reduction of the strong French forts at Louisburg, the 
Assembly was stimulated to the passage of a resolution 
appropriating £4000 to trustees to be laid out " in the pur- 
chase of Bread, Beef, Pork, Flour, Wheat, and other grain; and 
to be used for the Kings Service as the Governor shall think 
best." Apparently this was not a grant for purposes of war, 
although the provisions could only be intended to have been 
used for the support of the king's fleets and armies. Dr. 
Franklin says that Governor Thomas put a liberal construc- 
tion on the words, and when advised by some of his council 
not to accept the gift, because he had asked for assistance in 
men, ammunition, and clothing, replied, "I shall take the 
money, fori understand very well their meaning: Other grain 
is gunpowder " Which was accordingly bought, and they never 
objected to it. In the succeeding year, 1746, the Assembly 
appropriated £5000 " for the King's use," without specifica- 
tion or exception as to the purposes for which the money 
should be spent. Matters drifted along in this way until 
October, 1747, when the Assembly, having made no provi- 
sions for defence, adjourned to meet in the middle of May, 
1748. The Governor called them in special session in Novem- 
ber, but they again adjourned without doing anything. 

This was the period, when great apprehension prevailed, 
that Dr. Franklin chose for the publication of his pamphlet 
Plain Truth ; or, Serious Considerations of the Present State 
of the City of Philadelphia and Province of Pennsylvania, by 
a Tradesman of Philadelphia. This publication made its 
appearance about the middle of November, 1747. It was 
impartial in this, that whilst it censured the Quakers, who 
declared "that they would do nothing to defend them- 
selves, and averred that their trust was in God, he was 
equally severe upon the opposite party, who had wealth and 
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no scruples against warfare, to prevent them uniting in de- 
fence of themselves, and of the province." Between the 
Quakers, who pleaded conscience, and " Our greatest men," 
who would do nothing because they might benefit the 
Quakers, Franklin said, "The middling people, the Farmers, 
Shopkeepers, and Tradesmen of this city and country" were 
exposed to risk of losing their all. He addressed himself 
directly to the middling classes. He said that there were in 
the province exclusive of Quakers " Sixty thousand fighting 
men, acquainted with fire arms : many of them hunters and 
Marksmen, hardy and bold. All we want is order, disci- 
pline, and a few Cannon. At present We are like the sepa- 
rate filaments of Flax before the thread is formed, without 
strength, without connection ; But Union will make us 
strong, and even formidable, although the great should 
neither help us or join us; though they should even oppose 
our uniting, from some mean views of their own. Yet if 
w T e resolve upon it, and it pleases God to inspire us with the 
necessary prudence and vigor it may be affected." The pub- 
lication of this pamphlet excited remarkable interest. It 
w^as read by large numbers of persons, and speedily passed to 
a second edition. The formation of a military Association 
for defence was the object of Franklin. A meeting was 
held at Walton's school-room on the 21st of November, and 
it was resolved to form an Association for military purposes. 
Other meetings were held immediately afterward. In three 
days five hundred signatures were obtained to the Associa- 
tion. On the 26th of November Common Council adopted 
an address to the Hon. Thomas Penn and Richard Penn, pro- 
prietaries, who were then in London, requesting them to 
send over a number of large cannon, in order to erect a bat- 
tery or batteries "that may command the passes of the River, 
together with arms and ammunition." To raise funds, a lot- 
tery was projected, which was expected to yield £3000. The 
Common Council of the city bought two thousand tickets 
and having drawn some prizes handed over those amounts to 
the managers of the lottery. Assistance was asked from 
other sources. Several of the fire companies of the city 
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voted to purchase tickets. Sermons were preached on the 
lawfulness of defensive war, by the Rev. Mr. Jenny, of Christ 
Church, and Gilbert Tennent, a Presbyterian minister. 
Judge Chew, then in commission in the Lower Counties on 
the Delaware, delivered a charge to the grand jury* of New 
Castle County on the subject of defence, "which gave much 
concern to Friends." A flood of pamphlets against defence 
and in its favor followed. On the 7th of December six hun- 
dred Associators met at the State House and marched to the 
court-house, where Anthony Palmer, then acting as presi- 
dent of the Provincial Council, assured them that their do- 
ings were approved of by the government. In January, 
1748, the city regiment of eleven companies and the county 
regiment of nine companies elected officers. Of the former 
Abraham Taylor was elected colonel, Thomas Lawrence, 
lieutenant-colonel, and Samuel McCall, major. Of the latter, 
Edward Jones was colonel, Thomas York, lieutenant-colonel, 
and Samuel Shaw, major. 1 

The lottery proved to be successful, and must have yielded 
the three thousand pounds expected. Another was set up 
shortly afterward for public use, but not for war purpases. 
Indeed, it was not necessary, since about the 24th of August 
news was received of the preliminary treaty of peace between 
England, France, and Spain, at Aix-la-Chapelle, on the 19th 
of April. There was an immediate cessation of arms, and 
the privateers went out of service. In the mean time two 
batteries had been finished. The first, upon Anthony 
Atwood's wharf under Society Hill, between Pine and Cedar 
Streets, probably about Lombard Street, was finished in April. 
The Grand Battery was called u the Association Battery," 
and was built upon ground on the Delaware below the 
Swedes' church, on the site afterwards occupied by the United 
States Navy Yard. The Society Hill Battery mounted thir- 

1 The following members of the Fishing Company of the Colony in 
Schuylkill were officers of Association companies : Captain James Coultas, 
Lieut. George Gray, Jr., and Lieut. Joseph Redman. Lieut. William Bing- 
ham, who was elected a member of the company in 1754, was also in commis- 
sion in 1748. 
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teen guns. The Association Battery was furnished with 
twenty-seven, which were afterwards increased in number. 
The Penns sent over fourteen new pieces in November, 1750, 
which were mounted on the Association Battery. At that 
time Franklin's Gazette said: "That Battery has now up- 
ward of fifty cannon. One of them, a new 32 pounder, 
was presented by the Schuylkill Company." That piece is 
the one which has been formally restored to the Schuylkill 
Fishing Company to-day. After one hundred and thirty-four 
years it comes back to the same association which gave it, 
having outlived its time of usefulness, and yet a relic of the 
greatest interest, one which, by reason of associations con- 
nected with it, will be cherished with the utmost care by 
every citizen of the State. 

If this old gun could write its autobiography, the details 
would be of the greatest interest. It is not known exactly 
when it was presented to the Battery. The time was either 
about the date of the reception of the Penn cannon in Novem- 
ber, 1750, or some time previously. Where the piece was 
made can only be a matter of inference. There is no reason 
to believe that there was any foundry in Pennsylvania capa- 
ble of casting a thirty-two pounder in 1750. Whether such 
work could have been done anywhere in America is doubt- 
ful. So far as is known, the earliest cannon founder in the 
American colonies was Hugh Orr, a young Scotchman, who 
settled in Bridgewater, Massachusetts, in 1738. He was a 
gunsmith and locksmith and maker of edge tools and other 
iron w T ork. In 1748 he made five hundred stands of arms 
for the province of Massachusetts Bay. Orr was certainly 
casting cannon about or before the commencement of the 
Revolutionary War. It is scarcely probable that he com- 
menced so extensive a work before 1750. Considered in all 
aspects, we are forced to the conclusion that this is an English 
gun, which was probably sent for by the Fishing Company 
and procured in London. Mounted at the Association Bat- 
tery, it was probably never in use there for any other purpose 
than firing a salute. In 1755, a militia law having been 
passed, an Association Battery Company was constituted, with 
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Samuel Mifflin, captain, Oswald Eve, lieutenant, and Wil- 
liam Moore, ensign. This company belonged to a new asso- 
ciation. 1 War was again declared between England and France 
in 1756, and continued until the preliminary treaty of Fon- 
tainebleau between France, Spain, and England, on the 3d of 
November, 1762. The proclamation of cessation of arms 
reached Philadelphia on the 25th of January, 1763, and from 
that time until the beginning of the revolution tjiere was no 
necessity of a hostile employment of the Association Battery. 
It fell into disuse. In Faden's map of the city and environs, 
published in London in 1777, the outline of the Association 
Battery is marked with the words " Battery demolished." 
The guns were removed to some other position. During the 
period of preparation for war with Great Britain some forti- 
fications were directed to be built under authority of Penn- 
sylvania. Mud Fort, afterward called Fort Mifflin, was com- 
menced under an Act of the Assembly of Pennsylvania 
passed in 1773. General Gage, well known afterward as 
commander of the British troops at Boston, planned those 
works, and some part of them were finished before the begin- 
ning of 1774. A fort at Billingsport was authorized to be 
built in 1776, and a fort at Liberty Island in the Delaware 
Eiver in the same year, as also Fort Mercer at Red Bank. 
Where the gun presented by the Fishing Company was 
placed during this time cannot be accurately conjectured. 
It might have been in use in the defeat of General Count 
Donop by Lieu tenant- Colonel Christopher Greene, at Red 
Bank. It might have protected the Chevaux de frise at Bil- 
lingsport, or it might have thundered defiance to British ships 

1 As a matter of interest to the Fishing -Company, in connection with 
affairs at this period, it is proper to state that the following of their mem- 
bers were officers in the Militia and Association at this time : Captain Sam- 
uel Mifflin, of the Battery Company; John Lawrence, captain of the North 
Ward Company ; William Vanderspiegel, captain of the Independent Vol- 
unteers, an association company, was for many years an active member of 
the Fishing Company of Fort St. David's, which was afterwards united with 
this Company. Thomas Lawrence, who had been colonel of the City Asso- 
ciation Kegiment in 1748, was a member of the Fishing Company at this 
time. 
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and British batteries in the dreadful twelve days' attack upon 
Mud Fort, and have sent back the gallant defiance of the succes- 
sive commanders of that work, Lieutenant-Colonel Samuel 
Smith, Lieutenant-Colonel Russell, Colonel D'Arandt, and 
Major Simeon Thayer, all of whom were assisted by Major 
Lewis De Fleury When Mud Fort was evacuated, on the 16th 
of October, Major Thayer set fire to the works, which were in- 
tended to have been totally destroyed. It is not known that 
he spiked the guns. If this piece was mounted at that place, 
it fell into the hands of the British, and was abandoned 
when they evacuated the city, and again came into posses- 
sion of the Americans. If it remained at Mud Island it was 
of course re-mounted when that work, under the name of 
Fort Mifflin, was rebuilt, after the end of the Revolutionary 
war. 

The motto "Kawania Che Keeteru," which was placed 
upon this gun, connects the piece with a good old Pennsylva- 
nia custom. These words are represented to be of the Indian 
dialect, probably of the language of the Lenni Lenape, or 
Delawares. They are declared to mean, " This is my right,and 
I will defend it." No motto could be more appropriate for a 
piece of artillery. There is another interesting matter that 
should be spoken of in this connection. This motto was in 
use by citizens of Pennsylvania who celebrated St. Tam- 
many's day, before the Revolution. Tamanend, commonly 
called Tammany, was a chief of the Lenape, a leader of his 
people, in the early periods of Pennsylvania history. About 
the time when citizens of foreign birth had begun to cele-> 
brate in Philadelphia the days of their titular saints, St. 
David of Wales, St. Andrew of Scotland, St. George of 
England, and St. Patrick of Ireland, the native Pennsylva- 
nians began to celebrate St. Tammany's day. He was the 
Pennsylvania Saint, and a thorough-bred native American. 
It is a coincidence worthy of the investigation of some mem- 
ber of this Company, hereafter, that St. Tammany's day was 
the 1st of May, and from the earliest records of the Fish- 
ing Company of the " Colony in Schuylkill," as I understand 
them, the opening day of the fishing season was the 1st 
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of May. There is a coincidence here which is strengthened 
by St. Tammany's motto on the gun. It was fitly chosen, 
exceedingly appropriate, and came, it might be said, almost 
naturally, from an association which had, for eighteen years 
before the gun was cast, commenced their festivals upon the 
patron saint day of the province and of the u Colony." 

After this followed a dinner, served according to the well- 
known ancient customs of the club, and the ceremony of 
restoring the Schuylkill gun to the " State in Schuylkill" was 
happily concluded. 



